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To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to emphasize the profound impact that the Adapted Sports program has had on our students with physical and
health disabilities in Clayton County Public Schools. Since leading efforts to revitalize the program in 2014, I have
witnessed firsthand how participation in adapted athletics has transformed the lives of many students, both on and off the
court.

This program provides students with disabilities the chance to engage in meaningful athletic competition, where they not
only develop physical skills but also cultivate teamwork, perseverance, and confidence. These experiences extend far
beyond the games themselves, fostering personal growth, improving communication skills, and strengthening their ability
to work collaboratively with others.

Additionally, involvement in Adapted Sports has created opportunities that otherwise might not have been available.
Many of our students have received scholarships and other collegiate opportunities through their participation, allowing
them to pursue higher education and continue their athletic journeys. The sense of camaraderie and belonging that comes
from being part of a team instills valuable life lessons that benefit them academically, socially, and emotionally.

Our district remains committed to ensuring that every student has access to inclusive athletic programs that celebrate their
abilities and encourage their development. I strongly advocate for continued investment in Adapted Sports so that we can
expand these invaluable opportunities for students who thrive in this environment and continue to watch their growth in
our public schools.

Sincerely,
?/ hra S

J. Trina Smith
Director, Department of Exceptional Students
Clayton County Public Schools
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